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SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE ALLEN COMMERCIAL HOLDINGS LTD. BUILDING 
2 9 / 1 0 / 7 1 . 
BY THE PREMIER, DON DUN5TAN 
MR. ALLEN, L 
(MINISTERIAL COLLEAGUES), 
MY LORD MAYOR, 
YOUR HONOUR, 
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 
IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO BE ABLE TO BE HERE TODAY AT THE 
OPENING OF THE ALLEN COMMERCIAL BUILDING. 
FOR NOT ONLY IS THE BUILDING A MOST WORTHWHILE ADDITION TO THE 
CENTRAL COMMERCIAL AREA, BUT IT ALSO IS AN INDICATION OF THE VERY 
REAL CONFIDENCE INVESTORS NOW HAVE IN THIS C ITY. 
ALTHOUGH ON A NATIONAL LEVEL THERE ARE INDICATIONS OF A SLOW-DOWN 
IN THE ECONOMY, IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA THERE IS AN ATMOSPHERE OF 
CONFIDENCE AND BUOYANCY,, 
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AND THIS CAN BE SEEN NOT ONLY IN THE VERY LARGE NUMBER OF PROPERTY 
DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE OCCURRING, AND CONTINUING TO OCCUR, IN THE 
CENTRAL CITY AREA, BUT ALSO IN THE' LARGE NUMBER OF INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENTS THAT ARE TAKING PLACE THROUGHOUT THE METROPOLITAN 
AREA, MANY OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS ARE PROVIDING THE KINDS OF 
DIVERSIFICATION NEEDED IN THE STATE TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE NOT SO 
VULNERABLE TO THE WINDS OF CHANGE, AND INDEED ECONOMIC CONFUSION, 
THAT BLUSTER IN AND OUT OF CANBERRA. 
THE HISTORY OF ALLEN COMMERCIAL HOLDINGS LIMITED IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE 
OF CONFIDENCE AND EUOYANCY. THE COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED IN 
DECEMBER, 1 9 6 5 , AND WAS FORMED WITH THE OBJECT OF CREATING A STABLE 
PROPERTY INVESTMENT AND WORKING AS AN ADJUNCT TO ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 
OPERATING IN THE GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT F IELD. 
DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF THE COMPANY'S DEVELOPMENT, SEVERAL SMALL 
OFFICE BUILDING PROJECTS WERE UNDERTAKEN IN AND AROUND THE NEAR 
NORTHERN SUBURBS OF SYDNEY. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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IN SPITE OF SOME PREDICTIONS TO THE CONTRARY, THIS TYPE OF OPERATION, 
WHICH INCLUDED THE CONSTRUCTION, LEASING, AND FINANCING OF COMPLETED 
PROJECTS, PROVED HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL. 
IN JUNE, 1968 , THE FIRST HIGH RISE OFFICE BUILDING WAS COMPLETED BY THE 
COMPANY, AND WAS SUCCESSFULLY LEASED TO WELL ESTABLISHED AND 
SUBSTANTIAL TENANTS. 
NOW, IN 1971 , THE COMPANY OWNS AND CONTROLS ELEVEN OFFICE BUILDINGS 
IN THREE STATES OF AUSTRALIA, COMPRISING APPROXIMATELY 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 SQ. FT. 
OF OFFICE SPACE, WHICH IS LEASED TO GENERAL BUSINESS ORGANISATIONS 
AND TO COMMONWEALTH AMD STATE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS„ 
THE POLICY OF THE COMPANY HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO UTIL ISE THE SKILLS AND 
CAPABILITIES OF ITS CONSTRUCTION STAFF AND TO CONSTRUCT PROJECTS IN 
I; 
THE SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME. THUS THE AVERAGE TIME OF CONSTRUCTION OF 
THE MOST RECENT FOUR HIGH RISE OFFICE BUILDINGS BY THE COMPANY IN 
SYDNEY AND BRISBANE HAS BEEN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS PER FLOOR, FROM THE 
START OF WORK ON SITE TO THE MOVEMENT OF TENANTS INTO THE BUILDINGS. 
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FROM MY POINT OF VIEW, THIS ASPECT OF CONSTRUCTION IS MOST INTERESTING, 
NOT ONLY DOES IT REQUIRE A VERY HIGH LEVEL OF EXPERTISE ON THE PART 
OF THOSE INVOLVED DIRECTLY IN PLANNING AND ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION, BUT 
'ALSO A VERY SOPHISTICATED APPROACH TO MATERIALS AND METHODS. THUS THE 
PRECAST CONCRETE CLADDING OF THE BUILDING IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
APPLICATION OF THE KIND OF MASS PRODUCTION TECHNIQUES THAT HAVE 
REVOLUTIONISED HIGH RISE BUILDING SINCE THE WAR, SIGNIFICANTLY 
LOWERING COSTS IN THE PROCESS. AND, OF COURSE, IT IS THIS KIND OF 
MASS PRODUCTION OF BUILDING COMPONENTS OF QUALITY DESIGN THAT COULD 
ALSO REVOLUTIONISE OUR HOUSE BUILDING .• INDUSTRY, AND SIGNIF ICANTLY 
LOWER THE COSTS OF THE AVERAGE PERSON'S HOUSE. 
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i 
V 
PAGE 5 . 
THE ALLEN COMMERCIAL BUILDING I S , OF COURSE, ALSO AN INDICATION OF HOW 
DEVELOPMENT IN ADELAIDE IS NOW SPREADING TOWARDS THE VICTORIA SQUARE 
AREA OF THE CITY, AND THIS HAS EXCELLENT ADVANTAGES, IN TERMS OF 
CONVENIENCE AND SPREAD OF ACTIVITY IN THE CITY SQUARE MILE. 
IT CAN ALSO BE EXPECTED TO VITALISE THE WAYMOUTH STREET AREA ITSELF, 
AND CONTRIBUTE TO ITS GROWING COMMERCIAL, FINANCIAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
IMPORTANCE. AS YOU MAY KNOW, THE STATE GOVERNMENT'S DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOUR AND INDUSTRY IS TO OCCUPY A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF SPACE IN 
THE BUILDING, AND THEREFORE THE GOVERNMENT HAS QUITE A PARTICULAR 
INTEREST IN I T . 
YOU KNOW, THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO THINK OF PUBLIC SERVANTS IN TERMS 
^ Q F MINUTES, DOCKETS AND FORM-FILLING - THAT I S , MINUTES TAKEN AT TEA, 
DOCKETS PAID AT LUNCH, AND FORM-FILLING ON RACE DAYS. 
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THIS IS NOT IN FACT THE CASE - THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY, FOR INSTANCE, ADMINISTERS THE STATE'S INDUSTRIAL 
.^LEGISLATION AND EFFECTIVE EMPLOYER-EMPLOYEE RELATIONSHIPS THAT 
SUCH LEGISLATION IS DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE, IT IS A VITALLY IMPORTANT 
DEPARTMENT TO THE STATE'S INDUSTRIAL HEALTH, AND WILL BE MOST 
APPROPRIATELY HOUSED IN THE ALLEN BUILDING WHICH I S , AS I HAVE SAID, 
A CLEAR POINTER TO THE CITY'S PROGRESS AND THE CONFIDENCE DEVELOPERS 
HAVE IN I T . 
I THEREFORE HAVE GREAT PLEASURE IN DECLARING THE BUILDING OPEN. 
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My Lord Mayor, Mr. Dunstan, Distinguished guests. Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 
Thank you Mr. Premier, not only for sparing the time to 
officially open our new building today, but also for such an 
entertaining and delightful speech. I know I speak for all of 
us here today when I say what a pleasure it is to have you with 
us. 
—• 
I have followed your political career with much interest, 
as have many others, and I am sure that you will be-actively 
concerned in the political life of this Community for many years 
to come and in a young Country such as ours, how important it is 
to have men of vision that will work unceasingly in endeavouring 
to improve the peoples well-being. 
I would particularly like to pay tribute to South Australia 
and the growing importance of its capital city, Adelaide. Its 
development is still young, but certainly not as young as this 
Company, which now has, and I am sure will continue to have, a 
close association with it. 
In my numerous visits to Adelaide, since we commenced this 
project, I have come to see why people like living here - a unique 
quality of living and activity as compared with Eastern States. 
I feel that in South Australia, and especially in Adelaide, you have 
a way of life that is to be valued and appreciated. 
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I hope you will let me pay tribute to the people of my 
own organisation, who completed this building in about thirty 
weeks from site clearance. They, and our various sub-contractors 
have done an extremely commendable job. 
Above all it has been a good example of teamwork, and 
I have found, as have many others, that in business and sport 
it is an essential ingredient for progress and success. 
I would like to thank especially my fellow executives, 
including Mr. Jim Green, our Construction.General Manager, for 
helping to make this possible, for, without their invaluable 
assistance, it would have been an impossible task. 
Their collective ability and their will to work as a team 
deserve my sincere thanks and surely, during this time of 
world-wide inflation and economic uncertainty, these are most 
important qualities. 
We are constantly looking, also, at new development techniques, 
We are always ready to listen to men with ideas, particularly to 
young men together with the wisdom of age. 
As Australia grows we see it as one of our functions to 
play a part by providing the buildings from which that growth can 
be administered. We like to provide a suitable base for men of 
vision. It's good for their business and ours - and where better 
than in Adelaide. 
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We believe that South Australia, as the central State 
linking East with West, has unbounding possibilities and we shall 
be most interested to consider development opportunities throughout 
the State. 
I was tempted, in preparing my remarks, to mention some 
points about the building, but I think it speaks largely for 
itself, especially to you who are here now. 
We have tried to build a pleasant place to work in, and 
we will ensure that the tenants have no cause for complaint during 
the many years that the building will be occupied. 
I wish to sincerely thank the Architects, Building 
Sub-contractors, and Material suppliers for their part in the 
construction of this building, and finally, to express sincere 
appreciation again to you, Mr. Premier, for being with us and 
officially opening this building, which, I would like to say, 
will be named Adelaide House - our acknowledgement to this fine 
City. 
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ALLEN BUILDING FEATURE... 
WJ 
N.B. SUGGEST INCLUDE 
PHOTO OF ALAN HUNTER 
S.A. MAN HEADS 
LOCAL COMPANY 
The locally-based management company for the 
A l l e n Hr inn i fi in TTuJ Hi I L Group is Allen Realty (s.A.) 
Pty. Limited, with Mr. Alan Hunter, well-known S.A. real 
estate and property identity, as general manager. 
Mr. Hunter, a Justice of the Peace and an Associate 
of the Real Estate and Stock Institute of Australia, was 
previously marketing manager for six years of a major S.A. 
community developer. 
He said that Allen Realty had been formed as an 
associate company of the Group to co-ordinate all activities 
in this State and to be managing agents in S.A. for both 
Allen Commercial Holdings and Allen Developments. Pty. Ltd. 
The firm will also seek to introduce investment 
and development possibilities in South Australia to allied 
companies of the Group. 
Allen Realty is a real estate firm in its own 
right, employing competent professional real estate personnel. 
Its activities encompass general real estate business in 
domestic homes and commercial and industrial properties. 
. . . / 2 
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As licensed land and business agents, the firm is 
a member of the Real Estate Institute of South Australia 
and the Multiple Listings Bureau. Its offices are located 
on the 12th floor of the new Allen Holdings Building^, 
Waymouth Street, phone 51-2731• 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.




Having made its debut in South Australia with 
the construction of the prestige 19-storied building in 
Waymouth Street, Adelaide, the jfcLlen O j i i i h i u j i ' i Mil IIulJiu^-s 
Group of Companies is planning other possible ventures in 
this State. 
To enable the closest co-ordination of future 
projects both here and in other States, the Group has 
formed Allen Developments Pty. Ltd. to investigate and report 
on the feasibility of proposed expansion of the Group's 
portfolios. 
As such, Allen Developments will be consistently 
watching for opportunities in high-rise commercial premises, 
multi-storied apartment development, home units, and office, 
factory and warehousing construction. 
Other areas will include development of shopping 
centre complexes and land-subdivision and creation of 
housing estates. 
All activities will be undertaken on a direct sale 
or lease-back arrangement. 
In South Australia, Allen Realty SA Pty. Ltd. is 
the managing agent for Allen Developments. 
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I ^ --i _ of tOv^idcuM, 
(lv£. l+tor©^ v/Vj^ ( 1 ^ t j ^ u ^ ^ ^ } ., 
Allen Commercial Holdings Limited'was incorporated 
in December 1 9f>5Tfeo o-ompany^ ocmtrulluLl by i to-pi'uuuul 
''flwf — — v 
fii'in i| 1 ii| niinrtnri Mr. N.F, fll 1 TUTI, was formed x*ith the object 
of creating a stable property investment, and^as an adjunct 
to associated companies operating Hit-that tinxa in the general 
construction and development field. 
During tho early stages of the company's development, 
sovcrcl small office building projects were undertaken in and 
around tho near Northern suburbs of Sydney. 
In spite of some predictions to the contrary, this 
type of operation, which included the construction^leasing^and 
financing of completed projects, proved highly successful^ 
In June, 1968, the first high rise office building was completed 
by the Company, and was successfully leased to well established 
and substantial tenants M The company prunouIIV owns and 
controls eleven office buildings in three States of Australia, 
comprising approximately 650,000 sq. ft. of office space leased 
fe - ^ 
to general business organisations and |Commom-/ealth and State 
Government Departments. 
Early i,n 
of a furtho^fSroj 
comple 
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ALLEN COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTIONS PTY, LIMITED 
/ © 
Allen Commercial Constructions Pty. Limited was incorporated 
in Sydney in 1963. Since incorporation, the Company has been 
engaged in the construction of projects for State and Common-
wealth Governments, Private Architects, and for Allen 
Commercial Holdings Limited. 
Hie policy of the company has always been to utilise the skill 
and capabilities of its construction staff and construct 
projects in the shortest possible time. The Executive staff 
of the company are professional men with backgrounds of experience 
within the building construction and engineering industry. 
The company retains qualified engineers and foremen, carefully 
selected and trained to organise and manage projects with 
precision. In addition to undertaking construction work 
under the normal Architect Builder relationship, the company 
has completed many projects for our associated Development 
Company. 
One of the prime considerations of all work undertaken for 
the Development Company has been speed of construction. The 
average time of construction of the last four high rise office 
buildings in Sydney and Brisbane has been less than two weeks 
per floor, commencing from the starting on site to moving 
tenants into the building, with all services functioning and 
completed. To achieve this rapid rate of construction the 
company re-introduced to the building industry the use of Slip 
form construction. 
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